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How He Looks,

Has Bkae Blood, but ls Weak and Rwled by Japanes<

TIIE XEW EMPRESS OF KOREA.
She \ran only flftcen when mnrrled,

but linn dcveloped lato a flne looklug
iratnnD,

BV PRASK O. CAlb'ENTEIt.
\Seoul, 1009.

I have juat returned from an audi¬
ence wlth Hls Imperlal Majesty, YI
Chok, the Emperor of Korea. It was
held ln the East Palace, ono of the four
great establlshments whlch Hls Ma¬
jesty owns In and about Scoul, and as
wo talked I could hear the hammers
of the carpenters who are building a
great audience hall nearby for the re-
ccptlons of the future. My meetlng
wlth the Emperor had bcen arranged
by Viscount Honc, the actlng Japanese
resident-general, at the suggestlon of
I'rlnce Ito, of whom I had requested
an audiem:e when I met hlm at hl3
vllla near Tokio some months ago. The
Emperor of Korea is now under tho
absolute control of the Japanese-gov¬
ernment. Prlnce Ito is hls adviser, and
the country is rulcd by Japan, with Hls
Majesty as the nominal head. In other
letters I shall show whether thls is
for the good or 111 of Korea. To-day I
write of His Majesty alone and of tiie
royal famlly to which he belongs.

A lllue Illoodrtl Mouarch.
If blue blood means anythlng Tl

Chok ought tp be one of the strongest
monarchs on earth There ls no doubt
but that lle ls the weakest Noverthe-
less, J»is veins are streaked wlth a
cerulean fluld whlch began its royal
flow 100 years before Columbus dls-
covered Amerlca. Many generatlons
before Shake.speare was born, 100 year.s
before the flrst Bible was printed and
200 years before Luther stlrred up Ger¬
many with hls preaching, the ancestors
of thls young man sat upon the im¬
perlal throne and governed thelr mil-
llons of cream-faced, almond-cyed su'i-
Jects. Yt Chok is the thirty-flrst ruler
of the present dynasty, Vhlch began
to relgn in 1332. Hls father wns YI
Hung, tho man whom .the Japanese
forced to abdicato In July, 1907, and hls
mother was the famous Queen tvhom

AT THE PALACE GATR.
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"I ivas Infitrneteil fn nnnenr ln full nvrnlnir rIrcK«."

ter the close of their war with China.
The King and Queen were some¬

what related to each other, and YI
Chok is the offsprlng- of the lntermar-
rlages oj; many cousins durlnp these
past generatlons He came lnto llfa
a weakllng, mentaliy and physlcally.
Ono of our early mlnisters to Korea,
wrltlng to our State Department con-
cernlng hls audlences with thls man's
father, mentlons in a footnote havlng
seen the crown prlnce. When the state
paper was printed a footnote, which
was lntended only for the secretary's
eye, was added to the bottom of the
message. It stated that the crown

princo wa« weak mentally, and that in
the opinlon of the mlnlster thls was
an evldence of the evii effects of th-i
lntermarriage of near relatlves.
Hls Majesty's father has never beer

noted -for strength of eharacter, anc

j he has evldently Inhorlted nothing
from his mother, who belonged to thc
Mln famlly, and was one of the most
forceful women who have ever been
connected wlth an Aslatic throne.

A Baby of Thirty-flvc.
The weakness of the Empiyor's mlnd

has long been a matter of remark
among both Koreans and forelgners,
He has little more intellect than a

baby, although, lt is said, his mind 1
brlghtened slnoe he was chosen E
peror, now only a. llttle more than
year ago. He ls a man of no edui
tlon to speak of, and hls llfe ln I

j palace, where he has been surrounc
by eunuchs and the viclous servai
of a depraved, court, has not been cc
duclve to ment'al growth. His flrst w
was but twelve years of age when s
married him, and the present Empn
ls; only a few years older. At the ti:
of his last marrlage he was cro'

prlnce, and when a wife was sous
for hlm, accordlng to custom, a r
tico was sent out to all the nobility
tho emplie tliat they must suspend g
ing their daughters in marrlage un
tho Emperor's son had selected a wl
Coupled with thls was an order 1
all who had ellglble daughters to se

in applications, descrlblng the maide
and showlng whal they had to off
At flrst' only flfteen of the nol

famllles responded, and this," I n

told, waa on account of the weak mi
of th.-** crown prlnce and hls apparc
untltness to manage a household. Th
the government ofllclals sent out a sf

ond order, urglng moro applicatlo:
ln reply to thls, flfty wero sent

and from these the old Emperor pick
out thirty. Tho girls represented
tliem were dlrectad to come to the ps
ace, and in due tlme they appear
in great state. Each was borne ln
gorgeous closed chair, eonsistlng of
box,. about three feet squaro and r

more than that hlgh, ln which t
maklen sat cross-legged on the floi
These boxes wore carrled by servar

iu livory. The man servants of ea

glrl went in front and hor slave gii
followed behind.
When the processlon arrlved at t

palace tho thlrty matdens were car

fully looked over by the Emperor, w
has sinco bcen deposod, ann the poo
est ones to the number of fifteen we
woeded out and sent home. A day
so later another lnspectlon was ma
and the marrlageable ladles reduced
seven or eight. After this there was
thlrd examlnation, and a young glrl
about thlrteen or 'so, belonglni! to t
noole Yun family, was chosen. Co
trary to the usual custom ln Korc
whlch provldes tITat the groom h
nothing to do wlth tho selectlon
.- wife, tho crov t princo hlmsc
made the flnal declsion. Tho gi
plcked out was the youngost of ti
whole thlrty. She was small for li
age, nnd when the crown nrlnce poln
ed .-or out as hla cholca hls fnth
sald: "You had better tako one
tlio others. That glrl ls too small."
"Oh, as to that,'" was tho reply

Hls Majesty, sho wlll grow." He i
slsted upon her at tho second selectio
and also at the thlrd, anil flnally g<
her. He was rlght as to the growln
S-'ho ls much larger now and has &,
voloped lnto a flne-looklng Korennw
man. She ls vory bright, and the Jnp,'
nese aro glvlng her an educatlon whlt
is in ndvuneo of that. of uny ICorer-
Queen of tlio past. She ls studylr
Japanese under the wlfo pf the vlc
ininlr.ter of tho houiehold'dopartmen
1 ain told that tho Emperor Ukes ln
much and that tho two llvo togethc
Beforo 1 go further, lot me tell y<

|about my audlenco wlth Hls MaJiis:
and desci'lbe how ho looks, Tho tin
Iflxed foi* tho Interview was 11 o'cloi
ln the mornlng and l was lnstructi
to appear ln full «venlns dress.
understood that I must go In state, a
our consul-general kindly gavo n
hls chair and tha offlclal hearors
our goverrirnsnt. I started at 10 o'cloi
|n. the mornlng and ln the bright su

Ishtne rode through Seoul ln tall sj
hat, swallowtall coat, whlte nookl
and tho othor appurtenances whii
we at homo wear only uf tor 0 o'clo
in tho evenlngi

I had to stoop low to got my ti
hat lnto tho ohalr, and ducked wh
tho Dcarors raised mo to thelr shoul
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THE YOUNO KMPEHOll.

He iviih clnd ln thc unlform of n Koronn
gcnernl.

dry goods box, or abou(. four feet
cubed, and lt was about tho same shape.
It was open at the front, and the up-
per part of it was walled wlth glass,
so that I could look out as I rdde.

The chair wus upholstered ln lilao
satln, and had a red flannel cushlon.
It was slung between two black poles
a*bout slxteen feet long, and at each
end of theso I had two bearers In
llvery to toto mo along. At my sldu
walked., the keso, or guard ot the
consulate, dressed ln a long blue
gown, fat drawer-like trousers tied at
the ankles, and a .ti.it felt hat, upon
which was a dingy American eagle.
The bearers had-blue gowns llned wlth
red, and thelr whlte trousers completed
the colors of .tho American flag. The
sleeves of the keso were bordered wlth
red, whlte and blue.
Thus carrled, I went through the

foreign sectlon, between the hlgh brlck
walls surroundlng the compounds,
where the mlssionaries, consuls and
other ofHclals live, on by the palace of
the deposed Emperor, who ls now a

prisoner under the guard of the Jap¬
anese, and lnto the Japanese part of
tlie clty. I passed the flnanco depart¬
ment and flnally came to tho residenco
of Vlscount Sone, the actlng resldent-
general and the real ruler of thc
country. After a short chat wlth hlm,
lt was arranged that we were to meet
within a half hour at the palace, and
my bearers were soon agaln on the
way, Wc now crossed the whole of
Seoul, golng about two mlles. from one
side to the other. Tho way to the
palace led up a wlde street walled with
squalld houses, roofed with thatch or
black tlles and Interspersed here and
there wlth petty stores, where whlte-
gowned, blg-hatted rnerchants squatted
among the goods and walted for cus-
tomers. >

The street was filled wlth the tralTlc
of everyday Korea, and my keso had
to go ln advance to clear the way.
Bullock oarts carrying great loads wer
turned aslde, women wlth great coats
over thelr heads rushed Into the houses
and even tho Jinrikishas veered off to
the right and to the left. We stopped
a moment before we reached the red
gato with its double roof of black tiles
whlch .forms the entrance to tho Im¬
perlal grounds. The soldiers thero had
biion wyrned of our comlng, and we
soon went in and up to the palaces
ithemselves. These consist of a larga
number of low buildings. They are pf
only one story, but the floors are well
up off the ground, and they have
arched roofs of heavy tiles which ex-
tend far out beyond tho walls and
make them qulte picturesque. I can¬
not tell you how many buildings thero
are ln thls palace, but th0 number is
enough to form commodlous quarters
for Hls Majesty and hls retlnue.
When I say tliat he has 2,000 servants,
and that tho most of theso eat and
sleop lnsldo tho walls, you wlll see that
thoy must bc extenslve.
Pnlnce* Three Hundred Yelir* Old.
The buildings of to-day aro a strange

comblnatlon of the old and the now.
The rulers of Korea havo had a palace
on the spot for moro than 300 years*,
and the buildings have been patched
up and remodeled from tlmo to time,
Just now new strueturos aro belng

erected, and tlie audlenco hall, in whlch
His Majesty wlll receivo ln tho future,
.\tltl bo far difforent from that ln
whlch I met hlm to-day. The waiting-
room, whero I was recolved by tho
court chamborlalns, In company^wlth
General Okesakl, and a numbor of
other Japanese officers, was evldently
the result of foreign graft, and it mado
me think of tjio Pennsylvanla Stato
Houso whoro tlio 'furniture was pald
for by tho inch. Outwardly lt was
Korean, but tho Intorlor wns of tho
cheapest foreign style as to Its decora-
tlon and furniture. lt had green plno
doors such as ono buys at a dollar each
at our luinbor yards, and tho door
knobs woro of tho plain whlto porco-
laln variety, Tho paper on tho walls
und ceillng, dld not aclually cost thoso
who furnlshed lt moro than 15 cents
a roll, and tho yellow volvot carpet
on tho floor would bo hlgh at ?2 a
yard.

ln strlklng contrast wlth this plain-
ness wero tho uniforms of tho Korean
ulTloials and Japanese gcnernls. All
were of Eiiropoan cut, hut thoy
sparklod wlth gold laco und brass but¬
tons. Tho master of coromonlos woro
a gold-hlltod sword at hls sldo, aml
he had a black hat trimmed wlth os-
trlch feafhers under hls arm, The Jap¬
anese anny otlleers were clad In flno
cloth uniforms of a khaki colon, but all
woro decoratlons, according to rank and
service, raiifdng ln size from the
dlameter of a red cant to that of
a plnt cup.
When tlie tlme for my audlenco came

the master of ceremonles took me

through a. long hall Into tlio audlenca
room propor. Thls was I judge, about
flfty feet whln and 100 feet long. Tho
Emperor of Korea, soveral of hls Cabi¬
net and Vlscount Sono sfood at the op-
poslto* end of thls room faclng tho
door. Tho Emperor was ln the centre
of tho party, and ncoordlng to etlquetlo
I marched forward ten steps, and thori
bow.ed, I then went on untll I reached

alHls jMaJgJtyf wljqn \ bowed agaliu. Tg_
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stant pain in my back. I was advlsed to use Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetable Compound for it, and the pain has disappeared. I fcel
llko a new woman since that awful pain has gone, and may Godbless tlie dlscoverer of tliat great and wonderful remedy.".Mrs. Peter Gaffney, 548 Marcey Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Milwaukee, Wis. ..*.* Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com¬
pound has made me a well woman, and I would like to tell the
whole world about it.

'* I suffered from female troubles and fearful palns in myback. I had the best doctors and they all advlsed an operation.
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound made me a well
woman and I have no more backache. I am ready to tell every
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my surprlse the Emperor bowod, too,
and held out hls hand. I took lt and
we shook. 1 wlsh you could have felt
that hand. It was as soft as cotton
and warm and pleasant to touch.
The man who had been recelved be¬

foro mo had merely bowed upon hls re¬
ceptlon and turned away. I suppose
thls was proper, and started to do
likewise; whereupon the Emperor mo-
tioned me to stop, and tho master of
ceremonles sald that Hl3 Majesty
wlshed to speak to me. The Emperor
tlien asked how long I had been In
thi country and when 1 was golng
away. He wanted to know whether I
had had an audience wlth hlm before,
and when I replled fhat I had met hlm
fourteen years ago, at thu beginninij
of tho war between Japan ,and China
and dlplomattcally added that Hls
Majesty looked as young to-day as
ho dld then, he perceptlblv smlltd.
Thls er.courogcd me to beg hlm to send
a met.£agu through me to thd Hnltc-d
Staics.
The master of ceremonles pretended

to 8ubmit thls request, but whether he
did so or not I do not know, as ho
spoke ln Korean. At atiy rate, Hls
Majesty dld not answer, but ln reply
sald that he was glad that I had come
to Korea, and that he hoped I would
have a pleasant tour through Man-
churla and China, where, he under¬
stood, I was golng. Thls was a signa)
foi* leaving, and I backed my way
out. bowlng betimes.
As I stood before the Emperor I had

a chance to study hlm. He is not bad
looklng, and appears tall ln contrast
to tho Japanese generals about him.
He has a large head, rather hlgh over
tho eyes. He wears a black moustache,
just largo enough to enable lt to be
wnxed, and hls hair, strange to say,
Is cut short. Hls complexlon ls cream
yellow, hls oyes black, his height five
feet seven and hls welght, I Judgo,
about 170 pounds. When I saw hlm
to-day ho was clad in tho unlform pf
a Korean genoral, whlch ls now c/iit
foreign style, and the contrast of tne
whole audience wlth that whlch I had
wlth hlmsolt and tho former Empeiior,
hls father, was strlklng. It sliows
tho changes whlch are golng on ln
Korea.
My last audience was in tho palace

ln whlch tho deposed Emperor is now
living. The man who introduced me
got down on Jiis knees and cratvled
over the floor, bumplng hls head on
the carpet when wo entered the au¬
dience chamber. Hc contlnued to
crawl untll ho reached Hls Majesty,
and thon got up and bent half double,
whlspeVlng my questlon to the Em¬
peror "and the samo. way conveylng
his answers to me. That Interpreter
was a noblo Korean, dressed ln
Korean dress, wlth a horsehalr hat ,on
hls head. The master of ceremonles
who acted as interprpter to-day stood
straight up nnd looked the Emperor
ln tho eye. Ho woro Europoan olothes,
and was so dressed that ho would not
havo appeared out of place at a dlp¬
lomatlc recoptlon at tho Whlto House.
When I mot tho crown princo at

my last audience ho woro a long gown
of red sllk, wlth a stiff hoopllke belt
runnlng around hls body, under the
unu plts. It was so largo that lt
extended out slx Inches from the dress
all around. Thls bolt had decoratlons
of Jado and proclous stonos, and lt -was
a mark of hlgh ranlt. Hls gown wus
hlgh at tho neck and embroldered
wlth gold medatllons as blg around as
a tea plate. There was one of theso
on each of the shoulders and ono each
sldo at about the flfth rib, Hls feet woro
shod wlth heavy cloth boots, and hls
hoad was covered vt.lth a navy blue
cap of horsehalr net, whlch was at
laast flvo lnches hlgh. Thls .'had no'
brlm. and lt came well down over hls
forohead.

lnsldo the cap. I could see his top-
knot. His Majesty then wore hls hair
long. and put It up ln Korean style
on lils crown. To-day the harher keops
lt cut to the length of two inchos or
less, and^tho horsehalr hat hns dls-
appoared, whllo ln place of the gowrt
he wears a foreign dress.
Durlng my audlenco In 1S04 thls

young man, who was then twenty-one,
wns suppoarod to bo ton holy to srand
alone, and ho hnd a eunuch on each
sldo of hlm. who held hlm up by plac¬
ing thelr hands under hls anns whll*
Jia tayiod., HW Xatttfr-, .who waa thon

Klng of Korea, had tho same sort of v
support when I appeared before hlm, .;
and at that time no prlnce or nobfe ¦':
ot high rank- walked wlthout havlng
servants on each side to help him
along. If he went upon liorseback *

there was a man on each sldo of tlm
pony to hold hls legs In place and koet>,,*i
hlm from falllng. These eunucha.v.'-J-^Jalmost as gorgeously dressed as tha',
crown prlnce. They wore hats and I
gowns and blg boots, arid had great fgold-embroidered squares on their%chests and backs. Tlio hlghest of !
them had golden buttons behlnd thelr?
right ears, attached to thelr headgcar, 5
and they had long wlngs on each side "

of thelr caps, whlch stood out likeJlears, denotlng that thelr owners weralfalways llstening for the commands of
v

the Klng. There was nothing of tha?klnd in our interylew to-day, and the '

audience, all told, was not differentfrom that of the princlpal courts of-Europe. and the dress of the offlclals' 1and of Hls Majesty was about thei'{
same. .,- .;

Thc Emperor and tlie Athletes.It soems to me that the Emperor iamuch brighter to-day than when I saw
JmotSl *°Juwn Prlnce* The Japanese |offlclals tell me he appears to be wak--m£-u*\,a?.d that he shows more andlmore abllity from-day to day. Tho '¦'<
Japanese are rullng the Emperor -'^through hls cabinet, but there aro 1many papers he has to s(g-n and some 4documents which requlre his offlcial^sanction. He has been taken out ot:;tho palace and has visited ono or two'.-''or the nearby towns. He does somo'*'things whlch show the existence of?humor in hls make-up, and he lsanxlous to know what ls golng on lntho country. The other day, for in.
!.k?c.0.' there. w,*s an exhlbition of* -

athletlc sports here ln Seoul ln whlciiau the schoolboys took part. Thera -..].were foot races and other contests. Awlth appropriate prizes, and tha ffpeople in general came out to
see. About 10,000 were present. Tha* r

contests creatod a great sensatton and ¦*.tho Emperor hearlng of them, ordered 1tlio prize wlnners to be brought to* ,the palace to run before hlm. As they ¦¦>'¦
dld so, ho was delighted and laughed'¦&and applauded. At the close of tha '
races he ordered hls hlghest court offl- ":
clals to come out and run a raca '"<¦
among themselves. Many of these menara old fellows, accustomed to belng -;hold up by the arms, as I havo de- *':
sorlbed.
Somo had never done a stroke ofwork in tholr llves, and none had ever ¦'

run before. They trled to beg off, and £one or two atteinpted to hide. They%wero nll dragged out, however, and 3mado to run, whlle His Majesty un- >£roarlously laughed. ifAfter leaving Hls Majesty I met tha¦%£Mce-mlnister of the household depart- C*ment. who has charge of all tha-*lpalaces of Seoul, and Is practically tha'.-.>'«buslness manager and atlvisor of tha:"?Emperor. We wont together through .tho audience hall. which is now be- ?
lng rep-airod, and afterward visited :*-
the museum whlch tlio Japanese hava "-
ostablished in on0 of the old palace vVbuildings. and tho ssoologlcal garden. ^whero Hls Majesty has a tiger. a. :Scamei and tho beglnnlng of a collec- Mtlon of tho Korean fauna. Tho au-'-.wdlenco hall ls several hundred years -r
old. lt ls ono of tho finest buildings:of Korea, but it was golng to ruinwhen tho Japnnoso took hold Theyaro now robutldlng lt and addlng manyImprovements.

lmagine a great temple with m,double roof of heavy tiles. rlslng* more-,-than a hundred foot abovo tho ground.Lot it have a rldge* roof, curvlng af¬
ter tho old style of Korean archltec- ¦".

ture, and decorate its many rattera'
with carvlngs painted blue and red.
I.et wldo stone steps. beautlfully J
carved, lead up to tho stone platformand on Into tho hall,.and you havi* the
back of thls struuture. At tho front m
tind on tho sldes are long halls sur- .':
roundlng a court whlch covers porhaps vj
a quarter of an acre. These halls are S
belng reconstructed, and they aro lo he .*"
*>ised for the imperlal receptions and ¦¦;
dlnners. The court is to have a flne.'.;
garden, tn whlch fountalns* will play. -,
The lnterior of tha audieiice hall.
whlch has a floor about ono huwlred
feet square, is boing lald with mo4»lo,J-
floorlng. It has n celling, vvondeii.tilljfSicarved, whlch rlses about seveniy-fl'ytw&ifoet abovo tho floor. being upheld.i)jh%i.\
many red plllars, each as blg aromjijF 3
as a flour btjrral, but ln ,one lo**f as -'*
cut. from tho trea. The carvUigw and,
decoratlons were mado by tharKnreuna
of 200 years ngo, but the floor* iirAl
belng put ln-tby .Jii'»ane*"ia carpant«rt*c?
Wheu coniple^ed thls strurt.ure wiU>
be one of tho finest audtonc^ haita,
of the world.
(.Copyrlght, iao». by Frank Ci. Car* f

j-tenter.J,


